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MINISTER: Rev Janet Titterton  	 	 

The Closing of a Chapter 
 
Dear Friends, 
To be quite honest, I have found it difficult to know what to say in this letter. The beginning of October sees the ending of a chapter in the lives of everyone at Cross Gates Methodist Church, and whether that chapter has been long or short, the past few months have been a very emotional time for us all.  
Amid all the sadness, grief, tiredness and anger, what can I as your minister say that is positive and encouraging?  
Well, I’ll try.  At our final services in the church building, we gave thanks for all that has happened in the past. The Harvest Festival remembered the goodness of God since the time of creation and celebrated His faithful provision for all our needs. And the closing service in the afternoon celebrated the work, worship and witness of the people who have faithfully served God in the local church and community, as a response to God’s faithful love and provision.  
We turn the page and close the chapter that is Cross Gates Methodist Church. But as we turn the page, we open up another new chapter. For each one of us, God still has a plan, and God will continue to provide for us all that we need. This new chapter may look very familiar, or very strange. At the moment, we do not know what the future will look like for ourselves or our church building.  
What we do know is that God is good, and God will be with us. When you have decided what the next chapter looks like for you – whether you will join another Methodist Church or a local church of another denomination – please do drop me a note and let me know so that I can keep my records up to date.  
Wherever you go, whatever you do, you have not left God behind in Cross Gates. He will go with you, He will be with you, and all the blessings that have been yours in the past will continue to be yours into the future.  
Go in peace, go in joy, go in love.  
With my love and prayers for you all, Rev Janet  
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Harvest 2026 
Our harvest celebration will take place this year on Sunday 27th September. Please bring your contributions to the 10.30am service. 
These will be donated to the Meeting Point café. 
· The Meeting Point Café has been open since 1994, providing support to the local community. It opened after two local churches closed, to offer a Christian presence to those experiencing difficulties in their lives. 
· The cafe provides healthy food at reasonable prices, a listening ear, information and resources. 
· The café also gives an opportunity to speak to a Minister without going to Church. Staff and volunteers are non-judgmental. 
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Harvest Memories 
I remember with joy, the happy times held at our Church over the Harvest Period. Especially the Harvest Social and Harvest Tea.  
 
But the thing standing out in my memory is the large mountain, covered in artificial grass and plants 'borrowed' from Temple Newsam Green House, built in the right-hand transept. Water was pumped to the top and then cascaded down in fibre glass channels to a large pond. Unfortunately, we forgot to turn the running water off in the evening service, and this sound made several elderly people uncomfortable after a few minutes ........and indecently we never did find out who added the goldfish to the pond! John Best 
 
Table Top Sales – 3rd October and 7th November  9.30am – 12noon 
Why not join us for a drink, a breakfast bap and a chat. Then stroll round the sale to pick up a bargain. 
If you would like more information or to book a table, at a cost of £5 for Church funds, please contact John Smith on 0779 9094472. Come along and pick up a bargain! 
 
The final Table Top Sale will take place on Saturday 5th December. 
 
Our thanks go to the organisers and helpers at the sales and the external stallholders plus all our wonderful customers. The table top sales have been a valuable source of income for the Church. 
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Ladies Friendship Group 
The Ladies Friendship Group meetings will continue to take place but will move to the coffee room on the Hall side of the Church. Upcoming meetings are on October 13th (lunch out) and October 27th. All welcome 
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A Harvest Prayer 
Lord of the Harvest, we pray for all who work on farms, in fields and on the seas. 
Bless their labour so that they may see the fruits of their hard work and grant us the wisdom to be good stewards of the earth you have created. Amen 
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An Update on Aaran Fleet 
Roy and Georgina are pleased to announce that during Aaran’s year on the Isle of Man he has gained a diploma; being awarded ARSM with distinction. 
He is now home and looking forward to starting at Birmingham University Conservatoire and as an organ scholar at Solihull Parish Church. We thank Dr. Peter Litman his family and everyone on the Isle of Man for looking after Aaran during a fantastic year of different experiences. A year he will never forget. We are sure he will return sometime in the future. 
We wish him all the best for the future. 
Georgina and Roy Cressey, very proud grandparents 
 
A Message from our Senior Steward 
 
Our final service at Cross Gates is now finally here and it seems hard to believe it is going to happen. Each Sunday service for the last few weeks has become sadder and sadder as each Preacher has referred to the closure at some point in the service.  
On the 20th October at our next/final Church Council meeting the Trustees will hand over Trusteeship to the Circuit.  
The final Monday Coffee Morning today was particularly sad. There are more or less the same people who come every week, and they are very disappointed it is closing. A group of them have decided to meet in the café in the middle of the Centre every Monday.  Many friendships have been formed whilst they have been coming. 
We are quite keen that anyone (or their relatives) who has donated or taken part in making things for the church over the years, have them returned if they would like them, for example there was a very active sewing group who made many of the cloths, alter and pulpit cloths Communion Cloths and banners. So please let me know if you would like anything and we will consider all requests and try to meet them. There are a great number of hymn books which were given in memory of loved ones, perhaps you would like one of them. 
When the Church is handed over to Circuit, we will be inviting other churches to come and see if they want anything, after Circuit, District will be invited, so you need to get your requests in. 
As Ann Johnson told us yesterday, if you have difficulty getting to a different church after the 27th Sept. the Access Bus is available on a Sunday for a small fee. You just need to book it. 
I am going to miss seeing everyone each Sunday, it is most convenient for me to go to Colton, but I may try Christ Church Halton. I hope to see many of you round and about Cross Gates. Please feel free to ring me is you want to know about the services at other Churches I will have a copy of the new plan. For Data Protection, after we close, I will have to delete your phone number unless you give me permission to keep it.  
I hope to see you all on Sunday at one or both services. 
Lots of love and prayers, Barbara Lloyd  
 
 
A Selection of Services in October from around the Circuit 
Barwick-in-Elmet 
	4th October 
	10.30am 
	 
	Mr John Summerwill 

	11th October 
	3pm 
	Memorial Thanksgiving 
	Revd Nigel Wright 

	18th October 
	10.30am 
	 
	Dr Stanley Pearson 

	25th October 
	10.30am 
	Holy Communion 
	Revd Nigel Wright 


 
Christ Church 
	4th October 
	10.30am 
	Church Anniversary 
	Revd Robert Creamer 

	11th October 
	10.30am 
	 
	Revd Janet Titterton 

	18th October 
	10.30am 
	Holy Communion 
	N Robinson 

	25th October 
	10.30am 
	Guild Service 
	Revd Diane Hicks 


 
Colton 
	4th October 
	10.30am 
	Harvest Festival 
	Mr Tom Ferguson 

	11th October 
	10.30am 
	Holy Communion 
	Revd Timothy Nicholls 

	18th October 
	10.30am 
	 
	Deacon Judith Marshall 

	25th October 
	10.30am 
	 
	Mrs Anne Vautrey 


 
Garforth 
	4th October 
	10.30am 
	Harvest Festival 
	Revd Kerry Tankard 

	11th October 
	10.30am 
	 
	Revd Norma Davey 

	18th October 
	10.30am 
	Starting Together 
	Mrs Hazel Featherstone 

	25th October 
	10.30am 
	Holy Communion 
	Revd Janet Titterton 


 
Scholes 
	4th October 
	10.30am 
	 
	Mr Paul Spencer 

	11th October 
	10.30am 
	 
	Mr Ted Britton 

	18th October 
	10.30am 
	Holy Communion 
	Revd Janet Titterton 

	25th October 
	10.30am 
	 
	Mrs Ann Johnson 


 
The Access Bus provides door-to-door accessible dial-a-ride transport services for local residents who have difficulty using standard public buses. It operates seven days a week from 9am to 5pm. Travel is free for bus pass holders. For adults without a pass there is a flat fare of £3. You must register with the service before booking your first trip. Register (and for more information) by calling the Access Bus Team on 0113 348 1903. 
Leeds South & East Foodbank - Together with Trussell A Letter of Appreciation 
Dear All at Cross Gates Methodist Church 
On behalf of all of us at Leeds South and East Foodbank, we would like to thank everyone at CROSS GATES METHODIST CHURCH for your kind support over the last 10 years since 2026 and fabulously generous donations. 
Your regular donations amounting to over 13 tons of food have enabled us to provide support to vulnerable people in our community. The number of meals equivalent to those 13 tons is an amazing 31,000. 
Over the years your help has been invaluable. Your initial monthly donations, followed by two donations a month since January 2021 has helped us so much, providing desperately needed food for local people in need. 
Thank you again for your continued support, and all our best wishes go with you when your church closes in September. 
Yours sincerely, The Team at Leeds South and East Foodbank.  
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Putting His Feet Up 
After leading and planning walks for Cross Gates Good Neighbours John Best has decided to hang up his boots. 
 
When he retired from work on his 65th birthday Good Neighbours said they were planning to start a walking group and John was asked to lead it. It was not expected at the time that 22 years later the project would have grown in size and popularity to the extent that it would have to split into two groups. 
 
John has planned the monthly programme for both groups with directions for every walk. Each walk has been risk assessed and recorded on a spreadsheet - in that way no walk is repeated in a two-year period. A celebration get together was held for both walking groups and John was presented with a beautiful plaque, cards signed by members and a large celebration cake which was shared with the group after lunch. 
 
Thank you, John, for all your years of service to this valuable initiative which has brought pleasure to so many people. 

From ‘The Hub’ Cancer Support Group 
We just want to thank you for the amazing support you have given us as a group over the last 12 years. 
For providing us with a lovely room to meet, for your love, your prayer support, your individual donations and attending all our fundraising events. 
All these things have been so important and so appreciated in our efforts to provide a warm, loving space to support anyone affected by cancer in any way. 
We will continue the work that you have helped us start and your part in that will never be forgotten. 
With love and best wishes, all at The Hub. 
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From all at Christ Church 
We just wanted you to know that we are all praying for you and thinking of you at this difficult time. 
We are very thankful for all the work, over many years, that you have done in having a Christian presence in Cross Gates. You have brought the community together and many people will be grateful for the love and compassion you have shown. 
We realise this is going to be a really hard time but hope that you can hold onto the wonderful memories and friendships you have made there. We ask that God will give you all strength, comfort and peace and that the fellowship and friendships you have built will continue even though the building is closing. 
We pray that you will all be able to find a new spiritual home and rest assured that you will be made welcome wherever that is. Best wishes from all at Christ Church. 
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A Prayer in Times of Change 
Dear God, I stand at a crossroads, feeling unsettled and uncertain about the path ahead. Change is difficult, and my heart feels overwhelmed by the unknown. 
Please grant me the courage to let go of what was, the patience to accept where I am, and the faith to trust in what is to come. Steady my mind when fear tries to take over. Quiet my worries and remind me that Your love remains constant even when my circumstances shift. 
Guide my steps, open my eyes to the new opportunities before me, and give me the strength to walk forward with hope. 
In your peace, Amen. 

Christmas Greetings – Early Warning! 
Why not send Christmas greetings to the Church family via this newsletter and support a charity of your choice at the same time. You will reach everyone from Cross Gates Methodist Church as this final newsletter will still be sent out via email and in paper form. Plus, you’ll save money on cards and postage. Your messages will be printed in the December edition of the newsletter. The deadline for messages is Sunday 22nd November. They should be sent to Tracy Dick.  
 
Please donate to a charity of your choice as we can’t collect in the same way as before now Church is closed. Last year we raised a brilliant £130 via donations in lieu of cards for Action for Children. 
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This Newsletter 
Please send contributions for this Newsletter to Tracy Dick.  
Email:   tracylouisedick@gmail.com 
Deadlines coming up: 
Sunday 18th October for the November edition – this will include a review of our final services. 
Sunday 22nd November for the December edition – this will include Christmas greetings (FINAL EDITION) 
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Please remember in your thoughts and prayers: All those 
people in our prayer book and those we know who are unwell, in hospital, in Nursing Homes, going for tests at Hospital, recently bereaved and who find this time of year particularly difficult.  
Websites:  
Circuit: www.leedsnandemethodist.org.uk  
District: www.yorkshirewestmethodist.org.uk  
Good News Stories: You can read uplifting stories by visiting the dedicated Good News Stories page on the Methodist Church website, where inspiring updates are shared. Visit methodist.org.uk/Blog  
Get Weekly Updates from the Methodist News: Sign up to 
receive updates and stories from across the Methodist Church. You’ll find links to articles, blogs and films – all from the comfort of your armchair! 
Sign up at methodist.org.uk/SignUp  
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