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Order of Service

Call to worship

Hymn:

706 STF — Longing for light, we wait in darkness OR

109 STF - In the darkness of the still night

Opening Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer

All Age Talk

Hymn:

362 STF — Meekness and majesty, manhood and deity OR
330 STF - Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Readings: Isiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17
Hymn:

342 STF - All hail the power of Jesu’s name! OR

369 STF — Baptise us with your Spirit

Reflections on the readings

Hymn:

662 STF — Have you heard God’s voice; has your heart been stirred? OR
353 STF — Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it
Intercessions

Offering / collection

Blessing the offering

Hymn:

350 STF — | cannot tell why he, whom angels worship OR
255 STF — The kingdom of God is justice and joy

Blessing
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Call to worship

We have come into the Lord’s house,

On this Lord’s day,

To worship and recognise God’s calling upon our lives.
You are here, you are loved, come and worship,

Amen."

Hymn:
706 STF — Longing for light, we wait in darkness OR
109 STF — In the darkness of the still night

Opening Prayers

If you are comfortable close your eyes and just for a moment or two in a time of quiet
concentrate on your breathing.

We come before our God, bringing ourselves, just as we are, coming with the light and
shade in our lives, in this world.

We probably all have moments when we would like to have done things differently, kept
quiet or used different words or perhaps moments when we wish we had the courage to
speak up, speak out when we didn’t.

We are loved, always, loved in our struggles, loved when our fears, emotions, prejudices
come to the fore.

Help us to be bold, brave and compassionate in our relationships and interactions.

Breathe deeply and let us appreciate those things that are good in our lives, we know that
sometimes those things can be hard to find, some days can be tougher than others but let
us always know, believe, remember that we are loved and let us give thanks for that love.

We pray that you help us open our eyes, our minds, our hearts to You and to Your world
with love and adoration.

Amen.2

We say together the Lord’s Prayer

All Age Talk

| am sure we have all been beside a swimming pool and thought, “Ooo, that looks very
cold... I'm not sure | want to get in.

1 Call to worship written by Tim Baker
2 Opening prayers written by Lorna Dobson
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In our Gospel reading, Jesus walks right up to the River Jordan. John is baptising people;
they’re going into the water to say, “| want to turn back to God and live God’s way.”

Then Jesus comes and says to John, “l want you to baptise me.”

John is shocked. “You should be baptising me!” But Jesus says, “No, this is the right thing
to do.”

Jesus doesn’t stay safe on the riverbank, shouting instructions. Jesus doesn’t think the
waters are a bit too cold... He steps into the water with us. He stands where people who
have made mistakes stand, even though he has never himself done anything wrong.

Now here’s when the story takes a turn. In fact, it really would make a good Netflix
episode. As Jesus comes out of the water, something beautiful happens:

The heavens open! The Spirit comes down like a dove! And a voice says from the sky
“This is my Son, the Beloved; with him | am well pleased.”

We call this the baptism of Jesus. The Methodist Church, like most denominations of the
Christian Church, administers the sacrament ( a religious ritual) to both adults and young
children. So that might well be something you might want to consider for yourself?

Ultimately, this story reminds us that we are loved. We are included and we are filled with
the Spirit.

Amen.3

Hymn:
362 STF — Meekness and majesty, manhood and deity OR
330 STF — Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Readings: Isiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17

Hymn:
342 STF — All hail the power of Jesu's name! OR
369 STF — Baptise us with your Spirit

Reflections on the readings

We have crossed the threshold of a new year, leaving behind what has been and stepping
into what may yet be. And the Church gives us this Sunday, the Baptism of the Lord, to
remind us who we are, and whose we are.

We begin our year not with resolutions we may or may not keep, but with a blessing that
God always keeps:

“You are my child, my beloved; with you | am well pleased.”
That is where our faith begins.

3 Al Age Talk written by Matthew Forsyth
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In our gospel reading from Matthew, Jesus goes down to the Jordan River to be baptised
by John. And immediately we're told that this isn’t how anyone expected the Messiah to
begin. John is stunned:

“I need to be baptised by you — and do you come to me?”

It doesn’t make sense by the religious logic of the day. The one who is without sin enters a
ritual of repentance. The one who is greater places himself in the hands of someone
lesser. The Holy One steps into muddy water, crowded with ordinary, hopeful, flawed
people.

But maybe that’s the point.

Maybe Jesus’ baptism is God’s way of saying: | will not love you from a distance. | will
meet you in the river. | will meet you, in the places that are not perfectly clean. In the
moments when we are not perfectly sorted. In water that has touched every kind of life.

In Isaiah, God speaks of a servant filled with the Spirit:

“He will bring forth justice...a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he
will not quench.”

This is not a God who dominates or coerces, but one who protects tenderness, who does
not discard those who struggle, who brings justice without crushing souls. The world often
mistakes loudness for power, but Isaiah says God’s power looks like gentleness,
restoration, and courage.

And Psalm 29 gives us a reminder of God’s majesty:
“The voice of the Lord is over the waters.”

Not separate from chaos, but speaking through it. Not silenced by the storm, but still
creating, still calling life into being.

Maybe, for some of us, this is how faith feels in January, like trying to hear God’s voice
over crashing waves: the news, the pressures of work, worries about health, finances, the
climate, our relationships, our country, the world. And yet the Psalmist dares to say: God’s
voice is still speaking.

And in Acts, we hear Peter say something that’s still radical: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality.”

The early Church had to learn — sometimes reluctantly — that the Spirit falls on people
they did not expect: Gentiles, foreigners, those outside their boundaries.

Which means the Church today must be willing to learn it again and again: No one is
outside the reach of God’s love. No one is unworthy of dignity, inclusion, belonging.

If our faith ever tells us otherwise, then it is not the faith of Jesus.
The baptism of Jesus is not about status. It's about calling.

When the heavens open, the voice does not say: “You are useful” or “You are impressive”
or “You are successful.”

No. God says: “You are my beloved.”

Before Jesus performs a single miracle. Before he teaches, heals, confronts injustice, or
even gathers disciples.

Which means that our identity is not earned, it is given.
We begin loved. We begin held. We begin chosen.
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For some of us, it may be years since we witnessed a baptism, or since our own, if we
remember it at all. For others, baptism may not be part of our story in a literal sense, and
yet its truth still belongs to us: you are beloved of God.

Not because of what you achieve.
Not because you get everything right.
Not because you meet a standard.
But because God delights in you.

This is the grounding of our justice work, it's way drives us to compassion, gives us
courage in a dangerous and divided world, brings light in the darkness. We care for others
because they, too, are beloved: refugees and neighbours, the lonely and the anxious,
those held back by injustice or prejudice, those we disagree with, those we struggle to
understand.

The baptismal voice does not speak to one person, it echoes across creation.

As we move through 2026, we may encounter joy and struggle, clarity and confusion,
restoration and loss. But into every moment, this truth goes with us: God is still with us in
the river, still speaking over the waters, and God’s love still has no boundaries.

So hear it again, not as ancient words, but as words for you today:
You are God’s child. You are beloved. With you, God is well pleased.

May we live from that truth, offer it to one another, and recognise it in every person we
meet.

Amen .4

Hymn:
662 STF — Have you heard God’s voice; has your heart been stirred? OR
353 STF — Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it

Prayers of intercession

Trusting in the God who speaks over the waters and calls each one of us beloved, let us
bring our prayers for the world, the Church, and all who long for hope today.

God of all creation,

your voice echoes over the waters
speaking peace where there is conflict,
justice where there is oppression,

and courage where people are afraid.

We pray for places torn by violence and war:
for Israel and Palestine, for Ukraine,
and for all nations where fear overwhelms daily life.

Bless peace builders and mediators,
aid workers and activists,
and all who choose compassion in a world of division.

Move the hearts of leaders toward mercy and wisdom,
and help us to be people who work for peace here and now.

4 Reflection written by Tim Baker
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God of mercy, hear our prayer.

God whose Spirit hovered over the waters of creation,
teach us to care for this beautiful, fragile planet.

Where oceans are polluted, forests destroyed,
and communities threatened by climate change,
call us again into partnership with your renewing work.

Strengthen all who fight for environmental justice,
and give us the courage to live more gently and more responsibly.

God of life, hear our prayer.

God who knows every village, city, and street,
we pray for our country in a time of uncertainty and strain.

We remember those of us struggling with the rising cost of living,
those of us waiting for medical care,

those of us working long hours in difficult conditions,

and all who feel forgotten or left behind.

We give thanks for the quiet kindnesses that sustain our communities:
for teachers, carers, NHS workers, volunteers, food banks, community centres, and
neighbours who look out for one another.

Bless our own community here, its families, its workplaces, its gathering places, and help
us to be signs of welcome and hope.

God of compassion, hear our prayer.

God whose Spirit descended like a dove,
we pray for your Church throughout the world.
Make us people who reflect your inclusivity and justice, your tenderness and courage.

Where the Church has excluded, heal us.
Where we have been silent in the face of injustice, awaken us.
Where we are weary, renew us.

Bless our congregation, our ministers, musicians, leaders, and volunteers,
and every person gathered here today.

May we live as those who have heard your voice saying, “You are my beloved.”
God of hope, hear our prayer.

Holy God, as we step into this new year, remind us again of who we are:
Your children. Your beloved.
Your people called to live with courage and kindness.

Renew in us the gifts of your Spirit, that we may hear your voice in our daily lives and
follow your way with joy.

God who calls us beloved, hear our prayer.

Amen.>

We will now take up the offering.

5 Prayers of intercession written by Tim Baker
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God of gift, God of blessing

Thank you for this day,

And for these gifts, gathered here.

Bless them, and bless those of us who give today,

That we might learn to live from a spirit of generosity and grace.

Amen.6

Hymn:
350 STF — | cannot tell why he, whom angels worship OR
255 STF — The kingdom of God is justice and joy

Blessing

May the God who called creation out of the waters
speak peace into your heart.

May the Christ who stood in the Jordan
stand with you in every river you cross.

May the Spirit who descended like a dove
rest upon you in gentleness and power.

And may you go from here knowing deep within you, the truth God speaks over every life:
“You are my beloved and with you | am well pleased.”

Amen.”

6 Additional prayers by Tim Baker

7 Additional prayers by Tim Baker
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