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Epiphany Sunday - Year B 
7th January 2024

Order of Service

The Vine Services are compiled and produced by twelvebaskets.  

Many more resources and inspiration for this week’s lectionary, leading worship and 
other church use are available on www.theworshipcloud.com. 

Copyright for content is retained by the original author / contributor.

Call to worship
Hymn: 
34 STF – O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness OR
169 STF – Come, thou long expected Jesus 
Opening Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
All Age Talk
Hymn:
227 STF – Brightest and best of the sons of the morning OR
190 STF – Angels from the realms of glory
Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
Hymn:
204 STF – In the bleak midwinter OR
210 STF – Love came down at Christmas 
Reflections on the readings
Hymn:
611 STF – Brother, sister, let me serve you OR
416 STF – There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
Intercessions
Offering / collection
Blessing the offering
Hymn:
224 STF – As with gladness men of old OR
591 STF – Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
Blessing

www.theworshipcloud.com

















































 Call to worship written by Tim Baker1

 Opening prayers written by Tim Annan-Hood2
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 All Age Talk written by Matthew Forsyth3
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Today to arrive in Bethlehem you have to navigate a checkpoint. The birthplace of 
Jesus is occupied, as it was when Jesus was born, not by the Roman Empire but by 
Israel. Across the West Bank, of which Bethlehem is a part, there are numerous 
checkpoints set up by Israel to control and restrict the movement of Palestinians. The 
security barrier which in most parts is a 30ft high concrete wall runs for 450 miles 
across the occupied West Bank and was built by Israel for security reasons, it has 
been deemed illegal by the International Court of Justice. If the Magi were searching 
for Jesus today, they would encounter this wall and would have to find a checkpoint to 
continue their journey. 
You may well have seen the cartoons of the wise men on their camels scratching their 
heads as they look at the wall and try to figure out how they might complete the final 
leg of their journey! In fact, I have a nativity set from the West Bank in beautiful olive 
wood that includes a wall. Each year I set up my nativity and place the Magi on the 
outside of the wall! Each year I pray that the next time I set up my nativity I will not use 
the wall because it will have been dismantled and that Palestinians will be enjoying 
their human rights and political self-determination. 
As symbolic as it is to draw or place the Magi on one side of the wall and the 
traditional nativity scene on the other, there is a question as to whether it would 
actually happen? The truth is in my role as the Methodist Liaison Officer in Jerusalem I 
can travel much more freely than my Palestinian friends and colleagues, simply 
because of my UK passport. I suspect that the wise men, in all their finery and obvious 
wealth, would have had little or no trouble getting through a checkpoint! Privilege 
opens checkpoints as well as doors. 
It certainly opened royal doors for the Magi as they sought an audience with King 
Herod. Following a star they had observed in the East they are looking for the child 
‘born king of the Jews’. The Palace seems an obvious place to start but Herod is 
unaware and has to enquire as to where such a child would be born before he sends 
the Magi off on the final leg of their journey to Bethlehem. If you are searching for a 
royal baby then it seems wise to visit a King but as with so much of the nativity story, 
and in fact the life of Jesus, we see the conventions of the world turned upside down. 
Jesus, born to be king, is found in an ordinary home. 
Jesus is born to a young unmarried mum, away from her home, and spends his first 
days sleeping in an animal’s feeding trough. God chooses to walk in our world not with 
the powerful or wealthy, the Magi failed to grasp this. There is a real danger that we 
too can forget that God’s incarnation is a challenge to the established norms of the 
world. Mary understood. On hearing that she was to be the mother of Christ she sang; 
‘He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things 

 and sent the rich away empty.’ (Luke 1:51/52) 
The Magi soon learnt, after being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
return home by another road. They have gone on a real journey, not just a physical but 
a spiritual one too. After witnessing the rising of the star in the east and visiting the 
halls of power they realise that Jesus’ birth ushers in God’s kingdom in which the 
powerful predator lies down with the prey in peace (Isaiah 11).  
As a theologian friend of mine says: in God’s kingdom the lion becomes a vegetarian! 
It is the powerful and the privileged who give up their power and are ‘brought down’ 
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- Can you see ways in your own life that God’s love has turned your world 
upside down, made you think about your attitudes and change them?

- How best can we as Christians challenge those in authority and let God’s voice 
speak trough us?4

Hymn:

611 STF – Brother, sister, let me serve you OR

416 STF – There's a wideness in God’s mercy 


 Reflection written by David Harman4
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Prayers of intercession 

Let us pray. 

The worldly wise found you, incarnate God, away from the corridors of power and in 
the loving arms of a young mum. Hear us now, as we pray for the world you created 
and the people you lived among.  

In the stillness, we pray for all those who exercise power and influence… 

[Silence] 

May they work tirelessly for justice and peace. 

We pray for those who have lost loved ones, homes and livelihoods in conflicts across 
the world… 

[Silence] 

May they know your eternal love surrounding them. 

We pray for those who are desperately searching for sanctuary… 

[Silence] 

May they find an unconditional welcome. 

We pray for creation as it groans under weight of our greed... 

[Silence] 

May we give up our domination of this planet and work with creation for renewal. 

We pray for those we know and love (and those we ought to love) who are in need of 
prayer today... 

[Silence] 

May they know your love, and ours, in their difficult time. 

In the name of the son of a teenage girl, we pray to the incarnate deity that God’s 
kingdom may come, 
God’s will be done, 

Amen.5 

We will now take up the offering. 

Gracious God, 
Thank you for all that we have received.  
Thank you for these gifts here in my hands.  
We take a moment now to return them to you, to the work of your kingdom of justice 
and joy, 
In Jesus’ name, 

Amen.6 

 Prayers of intercession written by David Harman5

 Additional prayers by Tim Baker6
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Hymn: 
224 STF – As with gladness men of old OR 
591 STF – Let all mortal flesh keep silence  

Blessing 

You have been blessed, we have been blessed, 
You are loved, we are loved. 

As you go from this place, go with the Spirit of the God of the Magi in your hearts, 
Go inspired to share the blessings of the Christmas season and the love you have 
encountered at the manger-side, 
Let us share that love with the world and with the people we meet, 

In Jesus’ name 

Amen.7

 Additional prayers by Tim Baker7
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